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DURING 
Listen to local radio or television news for 
detailed information and follow instructions 
carefully. Instructions may differ depending on 
the hazardous material and risk of exposure. 

• If told to evacuate: 
o Leave the area immediately. 
o Close windows and lock doors. Shut all 

vents and shut off ventilation systems. 
o If a chemical is inside your building, get 

out quickly without passing through the 
contaminated area, if possible. 

o If you can 't get out or find clean air 
without passing through the affected 
area, move as far away as possible and 
shelter-in-place. 

• If told to stay indoors or shelter in place: 
o Bring pets inside. 
o Seek shelter in an internal room. Close 

and lock all exterior doors and windows. 
Close vents, fireplace dampers, and as 
many interior doors as possible. 

o Listen to officials for further instructions. 
o If told to seal the room, turn off things 

that bring in outside air, such as air 
conditioners and ventilation systems. 

o Seal gaps around doorways, windows, air 
conditioning units, and external vents or 
fans with wet towels, plastic sheeting, 
duct tape, wax paper, or aluminum foil. 

• If outside when an incident occurs 
o Quickly decide the fastest way to find 

clean air. Move immediately in a direction 
upwind of the source. 

o If inside a vehicle, pull over and keep car 
windows and vents closed. Shut off the 
air conditioner and heater. 

o Find the closest building to shelter-in
place. 


